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State braces for onslaught of cases 


1,000 emergency hospital beds pledged; two dozen health workers infected 


By EVAN BUSH 
AND JOSEPH O’SULLIVAN 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


Expecting a surge of patients 
suffering from severe cases of 
COVID-19, the disease caused by 
the novel coronavirus, state and 
federal officials are trying to mar- 
shal emergency resources and 


The state could soon have up to 
1,000 additional emergency hospi- 
tal beds supplied by the federal 
government, Gov. Jay Inslee said 
Tuesday afternoon. State officials 
also are trying to stock up on essen- 
tial medical gear like masks, gloves 
and ventilators from new sources. 
And health care centers are begin- 


centers for the public, widely seen 
as one of the most effective means 
to understanding the outbreak’s 
scope here. 

More than 1,000 people have 
tested positive for the virus in 
Washington state, and 55 people 


have died as of Tuesday afternoon. 


Meanwhile, hospital systems 


employees indicates the virus has 
infected more than two dozen 
workers, a sign of further stress on 
the medical system, and a concern 
that could constrain its ability to 
deliver service and respond to the 
crisis. 

Eighteen UW Medicine employ- 
ees have been infected, testing 


an for the hospital system. Eight 
EvergreenHealth employees have 
tested positive for the virus, accord- 
ing to the hospital system. 

See > EVERGREEN, A7 
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‘These people are our relations’: How the 
Lummi Nation prepared for the outbreak 


Dr. Dakotah Lane, medical director of the Lummi Nation, is in self-quarantine in Bellingham while awaiting test results for the novel corona- 
virus. Here, he’s shown during a teleconference with someone in Seattle, part of the “new normal” for doctors and patients as the virus spreads. 


By LYNDA V. MAPES 
Seattle Times environment reporter 


hen Dakotah Lane decided to 
change careers and become a 
doctor, to come home and 
serve his people, he never 
thought he’d be in the middle of trying to 


protect his tribe from a pandemic. 


Now Lummi Nation’s first physician from 
its own community is in self-quarantine, in 
an empty house. Lane determined he was 
exposed to the first person at the reservation 


to test positive for the coronavirus. 


Lane is quarantined at his mother’s house 
while she is away on vacation, to protect his 


ALAN BERNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


tribe — and his wife and three children, ages 
8, 5 and 2, at home. 

Lane, 39, and the tribe’s medical director, 
has no symptoms and is hoping for the best 
while waiting for test results. 

No matter how it comes out, Lane said he is 
glad to be where he is. He came back to the 
reservation in 2016 to practice family medi- 
cine after getting his medical degree from 
Weill Cornell Medicine at Cornell University 


about as the tribe has taken strong measures 
that began in February — and they’ve gone 
further than many governments to protect 
their people. 

“At first in January we were just watching 
it, and didn’t expect anything,” Lane said. 
“There was a lot of doubt when we first start- 
ed, there was a lot of disbelief, ‘Are we over- 
blowing this, are we crying wolf?’ But in 
February, it became clear to us we need to 


in New York. It was a switch for him after start acting right now. 
starting out as an electrical engineer with a “Then when we had our first case, it 
degree from the University of Washington. became very real.” 


He felt called to serve his people. 
Protection is what Lummi has been all 


Two more positive cases were reported by 
See > LUMMI, A7 


For grocery 
workers, 
the job has 
turned into 
a minefield 


By CHRIS TALBOTT 
Special to The Seattle Times 

Customers can be angry and 
rude. Hoarding is rampant and 
fights occasionally break out. 
Hours are longer than usual and 
filled with more of everything, 
especially stress. People show up 
openly sick, coughing and 
sniffling and touching. And the 
shelves empty as fast as you can 
fill them. 

There’s a siege mentality 
among a growing number of 
grocery-store employees, who 
feel vulnerable as the novel- 
coronavirus pandemic spreads. 
As schools, restaurants and bars 
close, some feel trapped in one 
of the only places left where 
Washingtonians can now legally 
gather in large numbers: the 
grocery store. 

The state issued new guide- 
lines last week meant to help 
food-service employees during 
the outbreak. And over the week- 
end, Safeway, one of the coun- 
try’s biggest grocery chains, 
reached an agreement with the 
union that represents thousands 
of grocery-store workers in 
Washington to provide up to two 
weeks’ pay for workers diag- 
nosed with COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the coronavirus, or 
who are required to self-quaran- 
tine. 

But that didn’t do much to 
assuage the feeling many gro- 
cery-store workers have: that the 
focus is on keeping the public 
safe, with little regard for em- 
ployees who can be exposed to 
thousands of people a day. Some 
say their managers have barred 
them from wearing masks or 
gloves because it would look bad. 

See > WORKERS, A8 


Boeing, airlines 


Even critics back federal assistance, but they want plenty of strings attached 


By DOMINIC GATES 
Seattle Times aerospace reporter 

President Donald Trump made clear 
Tuesday that the massive economic stimu- 
lus package his administration is propos- 
ing to deal with the coronavirus crisis will 
include a multibillion-dollar bailout both 
for the U.S. airlines and for Boeing. 

“Yes, I think we have to protect Boeing,” 
Trump said. “We have to absolutely help 
Boeing.” 

Boeing said Tuesday it’s asking for 
“a minimum of $60 billion ... for the 
aerospace manufacturing industry” in a 
combination of direct taxpayer money and 
loans from banks backed by government 
guarantees. 

The nation’s aerospace industry 
supports over 2.5 million jobs and 17,000 
suppliers, Boeing said in a statement, and 
government financial support is “needed 
to manage the pressure on the aviation 
sector and the economy as a whole.” 


See > BOEING, A6 airlines are seeking more than $50 billion in assistance. 


seek massive bailout 


By ERICA WERNER, JEFF STEIN 
AND MIKE DEBONIS 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration wants 
to send direct cash payments 
to Americans in coming weeks 
to help them cope with the 
economic ravages of the coro- 
navirus pandemic, Treasury 


Tuesday, part of a massive 
economic-stimulus package 
taking shape between the 
White House and Capitol Hill. 
The overall price tag of the 


Secretary Steven Mnuchin said 


White House looking at 
immediate cash payments 


package could reach $1 tril- 
lion, Mnuchin said on Capitol 
Hill after meeting with GOP 
senators, making it one of the 
largest federal emergency 
fiscal packages ever assem- 
bled. 

He also gave lawmakers a 
dire warning if they failed to 
act, saying the unemployment 
rate could spike to nearly 20% 
from the roughly 3.5% level it 
notched in February, accord- 
ing to three people familiar 
with his comments who spoke 

See > STIMULUS, A6 


Biden pulls 
further ahead 


The Democratic hopeful all 
but extinguishes Sanders’ 
hopes in Tuesday’s 
primaries > A3 


THOMAS HURST / SPECIAL TO THE SEATTLE TIMES 


A passenger heads to his seat on a nearly empty Alaska Airlines flight 
from Seattle to Phoenix on Monday. Boeing says it will need at least 
$60 billion from the U.S. to recover from the coronavirus crisis, and 
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